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ACT Essay With Three Perspectives 

The information in this packet can be used with any ACT essay prompt that requires 
students to evaluate three perspectives.


Background info:


The ACT writing test is a 40-minute essay test. The test consists of one writing prompt 
that will describe a complex issue and present three different perspectives on that 
issue.


Here are what the directions for the ACT essay will look (from the ACT.org website):


Write a unified, coherent essay about the prompt. In your essay, be sure to: 


• clearly state your own perspective on the issue and analyze the relationship
between your perspective and at least one other perspective


• develop and support your ideas with reasoning and examples
• organize your ideas clearly and logically
• communicate your ideas effectively in standard written English 

Your perspective may be in full agreement with any of those given, in partial agreement, 
or completely different.


Even with these directions, students are often confused about:

• how to come up with their own perspective,
• how to address the other perspectives,
• how to come up with supporting details, and
• how to organize their ideas.

This guide clears up confusion. It includes:

• a graphic organizer for creating an outline,
• step-by-step instructions for writing the essay,
• sample student essays, and
• an extra sample prompt for additional practice.
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SAMPLE ACT ESSAY PROMPT

 Intelligent Machines

Many of the goods and services we depend on daily are now 
supplied by intelligent, automated machines rather than human 
beings. Robots build cars and other goods on assembly lines, 
where once there were human workers. Many of our phone 
conversations are now conducted not with people but with 
sophisticated technologies. We can now buy goods at a variety 
of stores without the help of a human cashier. Automation is 
generally seen as a sign of progress, but what is lost when we 
replace humans with machines? Given the accelerating variety 
and prevalence of intelligent machines, it is worth examining the 
implications and meaning of their presence in our lives.


Read and carefully consider these perspectives. Each suggests a 
particular way of thinking about the increasing presence of intelligent 
machines. 

Perspective One Perspective Two Perspective Three

What we lose with the 
replacement of people by 
machines is some part of 
our own humanity. Even 
our mundane daily 
encounters no longer 
require from us basic 
courtesy, respect, and 
tolerance for other people.

Machines are good at low-
skill, repetitive jobs, and at 
high-speed, extremely 
precise jobs. In both cases 
they work better than 
humans. This efficiency 
leads to a more 
prosperous and 
progressive world for 
everyone.

Intelligent machines 
challenge our long-
standing ideas about 
what humans are or 
can be. This is good 
because it pushes both 
humans and machines 
toward new, 
unimagined 
possibilities.

 (from the ACT.org website)

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/writing-sample-essays.html?page=0&chapter=0


ACT Essay Outline
Read the intro paragraph, identify the main issue, and summarize it. 

4

1

Write a thesis. Example of thesis: We need to support technological advancement because it boosts our  economy and leads to 
amazing innovation. YOUR THESIS:6

Underline keywords/phrases in  
(P1), then write them down here.

Repeat for Perspective Two (P2) Repeat for Perspective Three (P3)2

If you notice that two Perspectives are similar, check their boxes. 

How are they alike?

How are they different?  

3

P2 P3

Summarize the Perspective or Perspectives that you can support most effectively. If you’re supporting two similar Perspectives, 
find a way to merge them into one main idea. Call it Position A.  

Summarize the remaining Perspective or Perspectives. Choose one or both to be your counterarguments. Call them Positions B 
and C. Then summarize how you will discredit one or both of these two Positions.

Position B: Position B Flaws: 

Position C: Position C Flaws:

5

Support each Perspective with examples from personal experience,  history, current events, or a 
hypothetical (what-if) scenario. Supporting ideas don’t need to be true, just plausible.

Evaluate your supporting evidence. Decide which perspective or perpectives have better supporting evidence.

Perspective 1
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ACT Essay Outline
Read the intro paragraph, identify the main issue, and summarize it. 

4

1

Write a thesis. Example of thesis: We need to support technological advancement because it boosts our  economy and leads to 
amazing innovation. YOUR THESIS: Technology increases efficiency and encourages innovation in ways that 
greatly improve lives.

6

Underline keywords/phrases in  
(P1), then write them down here.

Repeat for Perspective Two (P2) Repeat for Perspective Three (P3)

3

2

3

If you notice that two Perspectives are similar, check their boxes. 

How are they alike? Both view technology in positive light.

How are they different?  P2 focuses on efficiency & prosperity; P3 focues on life changing innovation

3

P2 P3

Summarize the Perspective or Perspectives that you can support most effectively. If you’re supporting two similar Perspectives, 
find a way to merge them into one main idea. Call it Position A. 

Technology increases efficiency and encourages innovation in ways that greatly improve lives.

Summarize the remaining Perspective or Perspectives. Choose one or both to be your counterarguments. Call them Positions B 
and C. Then summarize how you will discredit one or both of these two Positions.

Position B:                                                                           Position B Flaws: 

Position C: Position C Flaws:

5

Support each Perspective with examples from personal experience,  history, current events, or a 
hypothetical (what-if) scenario. Supporting ideas don’t need to be true, just plausible.

Evaluate your supporting evidence. Decide which perspective or perpectives have better supporting evidence.

Perspective 1
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— Better than humans at  
precise jobs.
— Create Prosperity

— Push humans towards 
   new possibilities

— Losing our humanity
— Losing our courtesy

Cyberbullying on
Social Media

Efficiency of 
self-driving
cars

Medical care
Smart phone / apps

Technology ends up dehumanizing us. We are not helpless. Facebook & Twitter
can ban abusers.

Are smart machines a positive or negative force in our society?



Important Note 

If you scroll down one more page, you’ll see that I am offering two ways to organize the 
essay. Here’s why. 


Typically when students look over the three perspectives, they see one of two relationships 
between them:


1) They find two perspectives that are similar, and one that provides a contrast.
2) They view each perspective as a distinct idea.

Since students have to work quickly, I encourage them to “go with the flow” of their 
perceptions.


Both perceptions of the perspectives are valid, but each one requires a different approach. 
That’s the reason I’m offering two different ways of organizing the essay.


The ACT essay instructions no longer require students to incorporate all three perspectives into 
the essay, so these two approaches can be tweaked a bit. However, students will likely have 
more to say if they use all three perspectives, and they will likely achieve a higher score.


Please feel free to send feedback to me at kathy@singingturtle.com


Good Luck!
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How to organize your essay when … 

1) Position A (the stronger argument) includes ideas from two 
similar Perspectives.

• Introductory Paragraph

• Present and support the two Perspectives included in 
Position A.
(Two paragraphs)

• Describe the counterargument, Position B, and 
refute it.

• Conclusion

2) Position A includes ideas from only one Perspective.

• Introductory Paragraph

• Present and discredit the two alternate Perspectives, 
Positions B and C.
(Two paragraphs)

• Describe the main argument, Position A, and support 
it. Point out why it’s stronger than the other two 
arguments.

• Conclusion 
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Sample Student Essay: Position A Includes Two Perspectives 

Is there any place left in our culture not touched by intelligent machines? Because 

technology surrounds us, we need to evaluate its impact on our culture. Some people view 

this smart technology as a curse. They believe it will destroy social norms and end 

civilization as we know it. But modern-day technology enriches human lives far too much 

for us to expel it from our society. Instead, we must overcome the problems technology 

causes and work together with technology to create a better world.


Technology leads to greater safety and efficiency in our daily lives. Take transportation:


computers can sense and respond to danger much more quickly than humans. That’s why 

self-driving cars are a positive development. Think of all the problems caused by having a 

human at the wheel: driving drunk, falling asleep, getting distracted, suffering a medical 

emergency. All of these problems vanish with a self-driving car. If you’ve had too much to 

drink, all someone has to do is touch “home” on the dashboard and put you in the back 

seat. The car will drive you to your front door, and then park itself. It’s a safe and efficient 

plan.


Technology can inspire amazing innovations. Not that long ago, who would have thought a 

phone would become a link to healthcare and “apps” would become the way you receive 

medical help. People now use mobile devices for that very purpose. There are medical 

apps that can take your vital signs and send them to a doctor. There are apps that help you 

find a doctor within minutes. You can video conference with a doctor in real time, so he can 

see you and diagnose you, especially since your phone can relay info to him. Not long ago, 

the phone was just a way to chat, but it’s now a convenient way to receive medical 

treatment.


Introduce 
issue 

Link to 

Counter- 
argument 

Thesis

State Position A 
1st Perspective 

Supporting 
example(s) 

Relate  
back to 
idea in 
thesis — 
creating 
a better
world. 

Supporting
Example(s) 

Relate  
back to 
idea in 
thesis — 
creating 
a better 
world. 

State Position A
2nd Perspective

culture



Some people are concerned that by working with computers so much, we’ll lose sight of 

our own humanity and forget how to relate in a decent manner. Certain aspects of 

technology do negatively impact how people communicate, such as cyberbullying on social 

media platforms. While cyberbullying is terrible, social media is learning how to deal with it. 

Twitter has banned people who bully from tweeting. A person can report or block bullies on 

Facebook. Any system has problems that must be tackled. Better to study and surmount 

problems that come with technology than to abolish it.


When humans work with technology in a constructive way, we have the ability to be 

incredibly innovative and improve our lives.

Counter 
argument 

Recognize 
validity 

Show flaws 

Emphasize 
how your 
argument is 
stronger. 

Conclusion
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A tweak to make the essay writing a bit faster! 

You can combine the two similar perspectives into one paragraph, 
shortening what you say for each perspective.


If you do combine them, make sure to have a transitional sentence 
introducing the second idea. That way, the ACT reader will know you’ve 
addressed two of the perspectives.


EXAMPLE


Technology can make our everyday world run more efficiently and lead to unbelievable 
innovation. Take self-driving cars. If you’ve had too much to drink, all someone has to 
do is touch “home” on the dashboard and put you in the back seat. The car will drive 
you to your front door, and then park itself. It’s a streamlined, labor-saving way to make 
our roads run more effectively. Technology is also dramatically transforming 
heathcare. Not that long ago, who would have thought a phone would become a link 
to healthcare and “apps” would become the way you receive medical help. You can 
now download medical apps to your phone; some apps can even take your vital signs 
and send them to a doctor. There are apps that help you find a doctor within minutes. 
You can then video conference with a doctor in real time (also using your phone), so he 
or she can see you and diagnose you. Not long ago, the phone was just a way to chat, 
but it’s now a convenient way to receive medical treatment.
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Sample Student Essay: Position A Includes One Perspective

Is there any place left in our culture not touched by intelligent machines? Because 

technology surrounds us, we need to evaluate its impact on our culture. Some people view 

this smart technology as a curse. They believe it will destroy social norms and end 

civilization as we know it. But modern-day technology enriches human lives far too much 

for us to expel it from our society. Instead, we must overcome the problems technology 

causes and work together with technology to create a better world.


Some people are concerned that by working with computers so much, we’ll lose sight of 

our own humanity and forget how to relate in a decent manner. Certain aspects of 

technology do negatively impact how people communicate, such as cyberbullying on social 

media platforms. But every system comes with problems; there’s no escaping problems. In 

the case of cyberbullying, society can take action to prevent or stop it. Twitter has banned 

people who bully from tweeting - even famous and powerful people. A person can report 

bullying on Facebook. We don’t have to allow technology to dehumanize us. 


Others argue that intelligent robots are coming to steal our jobs, which will leave millions 

destitute. Yes, artificial intelligence is indeed taking over human jobs. Uber says it will soon 

be using self-driving cars. Amazon uses robots to get packages ready and will possibly use 

drones to deliver them. But again, this argument concludes that the worst possible 

scenario is destined to happen. While technology might replace the need for humans in 

certain jobs, personal business websites and business platforms like Etsy or eBay are 

making it easier for millions to start their own small businesses. Maybe fewer people will be 

working for others, but more people than ever have an opportunity to become 

entrepreneurs. Some of these entrepreneurs will need to hire others. We are not doomed to 

economic ruin.

Introduce 
Issue 

Link to 
culture 

Counter- 
argument 

Thesis 

State 1st 
counter-
argument 

Recognize 
Validity 

Show flaws 
in argument 
using  
example(s) to 
back it up. 

State 2nd 
counter-
argument 

Recognize 
Validity 

Show flaws 
in argument 
using  
example(s) to 
back it up. 



Overall, technology can lead to amazing innovation that improves our world. Not that long 

ago, who would have thought a phone would become a link to healthcare and “apps” 

would become a way to receive medical help. People now use mobile devices for that very 

purpose. There are medical apps that can take your vital signs and send them to a doctor. 

There are apps that help you find a doctor within minutes. You can video conference with a 

doctor in real time, so he can see you and diagnose you, especially since your phone can 

relay vital signs to him. As you can see from this development, people don’t want to get rid 

of doctors, they just appreciate a less expensive, more convenient way to connect. Also, if 

less troubling medical problems can be dealt with online, then sicker patients will likely get 

more time during office visits. Typically, patients are hurried out of the doctor's office 

because so many patients are waiting. But with fewer patients waiting, doctor's can spend 

a longer time with people who need it, improving relationships.


When humans work with technology in a constructive way, we have the ability to be 

incredibly innovative and improve our lives. This innovative thinking will keep us well away 

from economic and personal catastrophe.

State your 
main 
argument 

Example(s) 

Why your 
position is 
stronger 
than the 
other two.

Conclusion
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